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Good Morning Panhandle TOPS folks.  It is 3:30 a.m.--yes I said AM.  I could not sleep.  I don't know whether it is the full moon, the realization that I need to get this info to you guys or just hormones but it sure is quiet in my house at this time of morning and my little dogs wonder what in the world I am celebrating. 

 

[image: image1.jpg]


We had our meeting for The KOPS Society and new leaders at my house last Sat.  Do you remember how the wind was howling 70 MPH that day?  I know that all the people who braved that awful wind will remember and I truly appreciate all of you who came.  I enjoyed it and hope all of you did also.  The food was really good and TOPS friendly--thanks for bringing it.  I think we had 5 or 6 chapters represented so that was enough to get a lot accomplished towards plans for our fall ARD and SRD .
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First we discussed SRD.  We have close to 30 from the Panhandle who will be attending so that is awesome! We will have 4 people graduating so get ready to make lots of congratulatory noise!! We will all be responsible for the hospitality room on Thursday night.  TX#1018 volunteered to lure people in and keep things going . Peggy and Linda will be leading line dancing, Lou will be leading karaoke (so bring your music) plus lots of bingo and other activities will be going on.  It will be our responsibility to make it fun and make sure everyone is having a good time--let's be the hostess with the mostess--or however that goes.  We have a bunch of really neat bingo prizes that your chapters collected and I will be taking them with me on Wed.  I sure hope I have a chance to play Bingo because I saw a lot of things I would love to win!!

SRD will be really good this year because Cindy is in charge !!Need I say more??  My cell # is 806-683-1521 and Peggy's is 806-681-1383.

We will both be there on Wed. so if you need anything ,contact us.  I have other members' cell numbers so call me if you need me to pass a number on to you. See ya'll Thursday!
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We also discussed our fall rally which will be Sept 19th. Lubbock will be invited as well.  I think the idea of all our chapters taking a part in hosting  it is working out great. The theme will be "Back to School" .Be thinking about  that!!  What can you do to make it a fun successful day?  The KOPS Society will be putting on a skit as #1018 will also.  Any more volunteers?  
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We discussed having a surprise "Thank you" for Leola Albert.  When she left as Area Captain, nothing was ever done for her to recognize all the years of dedication and service she did for TOPS.  She was instrumental in starting a lot of the chapters and  a lot of you owe your KOPS status to her and the chapters.  We are asking that each chapter buy her a card and give a love offering .  Linda Wright from the KOPS Society will be in charge of this project and will present our gifts to her at the fall ARD. Remember -surprise is the key word! Just bring the card and $ with you .
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Each chapter will decide on a fund raiser -something to sell or whatever.  Please encourage your chapters to bring some cash so the participating chapters (which should be just about every chapter in the Panhandle) can make some money. We are trying to keep expenses down so you will have more to spend. Each chapter is asked to provide one (or more) items to put in our "Fall Comfort Basket" which will be raffled off and the money split between the chapters. We will also have a 50/50 raffle and that money will also be divided,

 

We will have name tag and table decoration contests so be thinking "Back to School"

 

If your chapter has someone who needs to graduate at fall ARD , please let me know.  We really like for them to graduate at SRD or IRD but we also realize that it is impossible for some of our grads to attend either of those functions. I think this is o.k. but I will check with Cindy next week.

 

Well, I'm back to bed for now.  I hope I haven't left any really important item out. Thanks, Brenda for taking notes for me. 

 

Oh , and I will be making chapter visits and presenting a program starting in May. I will be at #1018 on the 6th and in Fritch on the 7th. and at #1901 on the 18th.  The rest of you can contact me and I'll get you on my calendar.  I am looking forward to visiting all of you.  That is the most fun part of my job!!  After SRD, my husband James and my two dogs and I  are going on to Lake Texoma for two weeks and then I'll be back in Amarillo.  Look for the train on the parking lot of the MPEC or Howard Johnsons.  That will be our pickup-,camper and boat all loaded up and ready to go. 
TOPS Hugs,
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Gatha
