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Hi all you Panhandle TOPS Chapters, 
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“Fall is in the air” and we are all prepared to let the pounds “fall off!”  Oh if it were just that easy!!  We still have 4 months to reach those goals before 2010. I have been visiting some of you and several of you are really close—less than 10 lbs to goal.  That would be less than a pound a week!
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Several chapters have been working really hard preparing for our fall festival to be held on September 19th.  I have 85 paid registrations so that will be one of the best attended that we have had.  Several special surprises are being planned so I think you will all have a fun day. . Besides the usual skits, graduation, awards and songs we have a full day planned!
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Please remember that we are honoring Leola with a card and whatever $$ you would like to give her for all her years as your Area Captain.  Also, each chapter was asked to bring a gift for the fall comfy basket to be raffled off and the proceeds divided among the hosting chapters. 
[image: image4.wmf]Please discuss the possible chartered bus trip to Corpus Christi next year for SRD.  I need to have several people to commit that they will go so I will know whether to reserve it or forget it. The bus holds 57 and Vernie said several from her area (Wichita Falls) would like to catch the bus also.  Of course, if we have a full bus, the price will be less for each person.  It will be approximately $120 round trip per person. That is very reasonable since you will probably just have Thursday night and Friday night in a motel and if you drive your own car, you would more than likely spend two extra nights (and meals) on the road.  I think it is about 700 miles down there.  We will have a sign-up table at our fall rally.  This bus line is Red Carpet Charters and I know several churches in this area use them. 
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FYI- I am leaving town tomorrow Sept 3rd and won’t be back until about the 10th.  We are going to Quanah to work on our farm and also have a family reunion. I will not have computer service but my cell phone number is 806-683-1521 so if you need to talk to me before I return, please call.  Otherwise, I will see all of you on Sept. 19th.  
Gatha Downey, Area Captain                                          
