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                                                       IRD 2010
         IRD was great.  I loved the city of Halifax.  I went on two tours and one day Bridget and I ventured out on our own in a rental car traveling north to Grand-Pre’ where the Acadian people were forced from their lands by the British in 1755. We learn about the Halifax Explosion that was one of the largest accidental explosions in history. Two ships collided in the narrow section of the harbour on Dec. 6, 1917, killing over 2 thousand people. Then we heard about the 4 ships from Halifax that went out to the site of the Titanic disaster and recovered over 300 bodies, from which 150 are buried in the city of Halifax in three different cemeteries. We got to visit Fairview Lawn where 121 are buried. The White Star Line paid for the headstones.  Some were never identified; they are only noted by a number by which they were recovered. The three rows of graves are in an arch shape to resemble the shape of a ship.

There was a J. Dawson on board and he is buried there.  Although, he was a crew member of the Titanic, not a passenger.  Then on my last tour, we went out to Peggy’s Cove, south of Halifax.  There we heard of the fatal flight of Swiss Air #111, which crashed off the coast there killing all 229 people onboard on Sept. 2, 1998.  Shortly after takeoff from JFK in New York, an in-flight fire started due to faulty wiring.  They were attempting to land at the Halifax airport when it crashed in Margaret’s Bay.  I got thinking, wow, so much of their big moments in history are tragic devastating events where loss of life was enormous.  I am so glad that TOPS does not note the failures, we celebrate the successes and I want to share that I witnessed some great ones at IRD this year.  Our new International King & Queen and the Runners-Up lost a total of 798 pounds together.  Now that is a big new moment for the history of Halifax that should be remembered by all TOPS members.  I certainly will.
                                                   Area Fall Rally
         Final plans are being made for our Area Rally that is set for September 18.  Paperwork

will be mailed out the second week of August.   Leaders, please watch for it in your mail. 
2011 TOPS Theme

The new TOPS theme for 2011 was announced at IRD.  It will be “Road to Success”.
                                                         Dates to Remember
Area Fall Rally – Sept. 18 in Angleton
Theme:  “Let’s Go to a Hop for TOPS, Turn Back Time to the 50’s”
2011 SRD – April 7-9 in Beaumont

Theme:  Wings of Change
2011 IRD – July 7-9 in Milwaukee, WI
                                                  Theme:  Happy Days With TOPS
TOPS Love,  Kathie Sweeten
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